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Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tiberi 
Tierney 

Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 

Welch (VT) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NAYS—70 

Akin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barton (TX) 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Carter 
Chabot 
Coble 
Conaway 
Culberson 
Doolittle 
Dreier 
Feeney 
Flake 
Foxx 

Franks (AZ) 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gohmert 
Granger 
Hall (TX) 
Hastert 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hulshof 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
King (IA) 
Lamborn 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
Miller (FL) 

Neugebauer 
Paul 
Pence 
Petri 
Poe 
Price (GA) 
Rohrabacher 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Thornberry 
Upton 
Walberg 
Weldon (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 

NOT VOTING—29 

Boucher 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Fossella 
Gallegly 
Gutierrez 

Hinchey 
Hoekstra 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 
Kagen 
Kingston 
Kucinich 
Lipinski 
McKeon 
Meek (FL) 

Myrick 
Peterson (PA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Rangel 
Rush 
Simpson 
Tancredo 
Tiahrt 
Towns 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 

the vote). Members are advised 2 min-
utes remain. 

b 1914 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM HON. JOHN 
A. BOEHNER, REPUBLICAN LEAD-
ER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, Republican Leader: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
July 16, 2007. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to section 
703c of the Public Interest Declassification 
Board, 50 U.S.C. 435 note, I have agreed to re- 
appoint the Honorable David Skaggs to the 
Public Interest Declassification Board as the 
Minority Leader appointment. As previously 
agreed, because of the change in Congress 
and the presumed statutory intent of the 
Board, Mr. Skaggs has requested that he 

continue serving in this capacity, with the 
understanding that he will resign the posi-
tion effective June 5, 2009. As such, I am 
pleased to make this appointment. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 

Republican Leader. 

f 

b 1915 

COMMUNICATION FROM HON. JOHN 
A. BOEHNER, REPUBLICAN LEAD-
ER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, Republican Leader: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

July 12, 2007. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to The 
National Foundation on the Arts and the Hu-
manities Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 955(b) note), I 
am pleased to appoint the Honorable Pat 
Tiberi of Ohio to the National Council on the 
Arts. 

Mr. Tiberi has expressed interest in serving 
in this capacity and I am pleased to fulfill 
his request. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 

Republican Leader. 

f 

WE NEED TO SUPPORT PAKISTAN 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, our ally Pakistan is facing a 
difficult challenge. For those of us who 
believe that the region that includes 
Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan is one 
of our most strategic and Pakistan one 
of our most important, we want free 
elections and human rights. But now, 
we can see the light. 

Pakistan is losing thousands of Paki-
stani troops into the region between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan in order to 
maintain the protection against the 
NATO troops. It is imperative that we 
engage Pakistan, support Pakistan and 
help them as they begin to try and re-
solve the crisis of Taliban. 

Many criticize the agreement, but 
now we can see what happens when 
that agreement is declared dead by the 
Taliban. It is important that we work 
with Pakistan, see the light, stop the 
accusations and sit down to resolve the 
best, a safe and secure manner for the 
U.S. troops, the NATO troops and the 
Pakistani troops. 

The alliance and friendship between 
the United States and Pakistan is im-
portant. We must find ways to accom-
modate that friendship to make it 
work for Pakistan and the United 
States and the United States military 
and the Pakistani Army. 

f 

HEALTH DISPARITIES AND SCHIP 

(Mr. JEFFERSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 

for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of increasing funding 
for the SCHIP program and also to ad-
dress health care disparities in my 
State of Louisiana. 

In 2004, the number of poor children 
living in Louisiana was 343,256, or 30 
percent of all children in our State. 
Forty-seven percent of all African 
American children were listed as poor 
children, 26 percent of American Indian 
children, 23 percent of Asian children 
and 24 percent Latinos were listed as 
poor in my State. Of those 343,256 poor 
children, only 91,000 are covered by 
SCHIP, or as we call it in our State, 
LASCHIP. 

After the storm, coverage for those 
originally enrolled in the Louisiana 
SCHIP program was not transferred 
across State lives, leaving many of the 
251,000 children and adults who evacu-
ated to other places without access to 
the health care they desperately need. 

As former President Nelson Mandela 
said, ‘‘There can be no keener revela-
tion of a society’s soul than the way in 
which it treats its children.’’ 

I hope this House will remember that 
as we deal with the SCHIP funding pro-
gram this time around. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

MEXICAN DRUG CARTELS OPER-
ATE MARIJUANA PLANTATIONS 
IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, earlier today 
I addressed this House and discussed 
how the Zetas drug cartel in Mexico 
has made it known it will hunt down 
journalists that report on the violent 
drug cartels in Mexico. This group of 
former Mexican military officers re-
portedly will track these reporters 
down even when they flee to the United 
States for safety. All of this because 
these journalists publish reports on the 
violent cross-border drug trade. 

Tonight, I wish to discuss how these 
same outlaw Mexican drug cartels are 
operating marijuana plantations on 
public lands, not public lands in Mex-
ico, but on public lands in the United 
States. 
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According to news reports, these 

plant plantations are in California, Ar-
izona, Hawaii, West Virginia, Oregon, 
Tennessee and Kentucky, and account 
for 80 to 90 percent of all marijuana 
plantation production in the United 
States. 

Law enforcement officials say that 
the drug cartels employ heavily armed 
bandits to guard these fields and they 
have superior fire power and surveil-
lance equipment over American law en-
forcement agents. 

The drug thugs destroy native vege-
tation and kill off all of the wildlife on 
the land so they can plant their mari-
juana crops. The cartels also use dan-
gerous pesticides and fertilizers on the 
land that destroy the environment. 
Insultingly, all of this is occurring on 
American Federal lands. 

There is more. The Washington 
Times reports today that ‘‘campers, 
fishermen, hikers and forest and park 
officials are being intimidated, threat-
ened or assaulted when they come near 
Mexican-run marijuana’’ plantations 
on American soil, and that ‘‘all this 
plant growing produces a street value 
of $6.7 billion.’’ 

The Union newspaper from Nevada 
states, ‘‘These American marijuana 
gardens are guarded by Mexican na-
tionals, and the traffickers use the 
profits from pot sales to finance large 
methamphetamine labs in Mexico and 
the United States.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it seems that no public 
land is safe. Even California’s Sequoia 
National Forest has been attacked by 
these drug cartels. The Director of the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy, 
John Walters, said, ‘‘Mexican drug car-
tels are turning our national parks 
into centers of international drug pro-
duction and trafficking. Public lands 
are being held hostage by illegal drug 
traffickers.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, numerous law enforce-
ment personnel, State, local and Fed-
eral, are attempting to retake our Fed-
eral and public lands from these drug 
cartel invaders. Some progress is re-
ported, but the battle for our land goes 
forward. 

We cannot allow these land grabbing, 
environmentally hazardous drug ter-
rorists to seize America’s national for-
ests and national parks. These outlaws 
cannot be allowed to camp in our parks 
and swim in the profits from marijuana 
plantations. They should be tracked 
down, arrested, prosecuted, and put in 
jail. 

We need to seize all their money from 
whatever financial institutions they 
try to hide it in and use the money to 
restore our national parks, the way 
they were before the drug invaders ar-
rived. 

We need to make it more difficult for 
them to operate here by actually secur-
ing the southern border, something 
that Homeland Security has yet to ac-
complish. Right now, security along 
our southern border is a glittering illu-
sion. 

Our national parks and forests are 
worth fighting for, and rather than 

journalists, campers, fishermen, hunt-
ers, and park rangers being afraid of 
these drug cartels like the Zetas, these 
outlaw drug gangs should be afraid of 
our relentless determination to take 
our land back. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

ELEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
TWA FLIGHT 800 DISASTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. BISHOP) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise on the solemn occasion of the 
11th anniversary of the crash of TWA 
Flight 800. Many Americans remember 
where they were when they heard the 
shocking and tragic news about Flight 
800 when it crashed off the southern 
shore of Long Island 11 years ago to-
morrow, on the evening of July 17, 1996, 
claiming the lives of all 230 passengers 
and crew on board. 

The event remains one of the worst 
air disasters in history and led to one 
of the most costly and extended inves-
tigations to date. Today, that loss is 
still felt by hundreds of families whose 
loved ones perished but are remem-
bered by the breathtaking monument 
to their lives that extends along the 
grounds of East Moriches, Long Island, 
overlooking the waters of the Atlantic 
Ocean where the plane fell. 

Tomorrow, we honor the memory of 
those who perished, just moments after 
taking off from JFK International Air-
port bound for Paris. Some of the vic-
tims were on their way home; many 
were high school students on the first 
leg of an international field trip; and 
some were on the way to visit loved 
ones. 

Just as the families who lost their 
loved ones to the crash deserve to be 
remembered, so do each of Long Is-
land’s emergency personnel, volunteers 
and neighbors who selflessly responded 
to the crash and who worked tirelessly 
over the next several days and weeks 
following the disaster to assist with 
the search and recovery efforts. 

Like other challenging times our Na-
tion has faced, the reaction to the 
Flight 800 catastrophe brought out the 
best, not only among my constituents, 
but in so many other areas in the sur-
rounding towns, counties and States 
across the Northeast who joined in 
helping my community recover from 
its most horrific tragedy. 

Throughout their grief and despite 
the unimaginable shock, the families 
of the victims worked tirelessly to 
build a permanent memorial with the 
help of Navy Seabees and thousands of 
dedicated local and building trade 
union members. The solemn monument 
serves as a constant reminder of our 
tremendous loss 11 years ago tomor-
row. 

Last year, it was my honor and privi-
lege to attend the dedication of the 
memorial completed at Smith Point 
County Park just before the 10th anni-
versary of the crash. 

The centerpiece of this breathtaking 
and poignant memorial is a black gran-
ite sculpture called ‘‘The Light.’’ It 
was designed by Henry Seaman, whose 
cousin died in the crash. The monu-
ment offers some measure of closure to 
everyone who was affected by this ter-
rible tragedy. 

The memory of the passengers of 
Flight 800 lives on because of the con-
tinued work of people like Henry’s 
brother, John Seaman, who is Presi-
dent of the Families of Flight 800 Asso-
ciation and among the memorial’s 
most passionate and hardworking ad-
vocates. 

In the 11 years since Flight 800, hun-
dreds of thousands of people have vis-
ited the park in an acknowledgment of 
a shared sorrow for those who died. The 
monument ensures that future genera-
tions can do the same. 

As we recognize the 11th anniversary 
of the Flight 800 disaster, it is impor-
tant for us to take stock in the 
progress achieved since 1996 to prevent 
air disasters. We have made some great 
strides in aviation safety, particularly 
with design upgrades for passenger and 
cargo aircraft planes. 

In particular, ongoing research and 
development of ‘‘inerting’’ technology 
will help to mitigate the vulnerability 
of aircraft fuel tanks to flammability, 
the underlying cause of the Flight 800 
crash. 

In fact, the crash was likely caused 
by a spark from a short-circuit in the 
Boeing 747’s wiring that ignited the 
tank’s volatile vapors. Although this 
was determined years ago and we know 
how to prevent similar disasters, we 
still have not required technology up-
grades to protect passengers against 
another tragedy like the one witnessed 
10 years ago. 

To date, however, the Federal Avia-
tion Administration has delayed tak-
ing on this challenge and has declined 
to work with the industry to imple-
ment a final FAA directive that would 
protect every air traveler with existing 
technology. 

We still don’t have the mandate for 
change. That is why I introduced the 
Transport Aircraft Fuel Tank Safety 
Act, which requires the FAA to retrofit 
all planes with new technology and to 
increase safety. I am pleased to report 
that the pending FAA reauthorization 
bill, which was recently passed by the 
House Transportation Committee, of 
which I am a member, includes a simi-
lar provision. 

Senator SCHUMER is sponsoring a 
companion measure and is working 
with his colleagues on the Commerce, 
Science and Transportation Committee 
to move this legislation. 

I am hopeful that my colleagues here 
in the Congress will work with me to 
bring an end to this delay. We have 
taken significant steps towards main-
taining the memory of Flight 800, but 
we should also ensure that we don’t 
allow this disaster to repeat itself. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to once 
again offer my deepest condolences to 
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